
!"#$%&'%( 

$%&)*##+,-.%'-'/0

-1/))2+3/,)+4)54-/,061++7
$%&)8.99/,):/$,%'%(
4+,)8-.&/%-)8.66/00!"

#"
$%
&'
(&

)*'+,%$-'./",'+,%(,"0."$1-,2$34,-*",&$35(67$"%8'(&,73389,!"#$%&'%()*'%&+)$%&),##-./0%'/'1+2)
3141.$('%()/51)6-71.)-8)98/1.+:5--;)$%&)<0==1.)31$.%'%()8-.)</0&1%/)<0::1++>,)*'+,
/%(64%$8,.341"(6'549,"6'-"6,7:,)"$$:,;<,="-"$+3(9,=*>9,'+,.3413+"6,32,("%$/:,?@,$"+"%$.*,
+-56'"+9,$"13$-+9,"++%:+9,%(6,.344"(-%$'"+,7:,43$",-*%(,A@@,$"+"%$.*"$+9,"65.%-3$+9,
.3445('-:,/"%6"$+9,13/'.:,4%8"$+9,%(6,1$%.-'-'3("$+<

B3//".-'#"/:9,-*"+",C$'-'(&+,73/6/:,+-%-",-*%-,-*"$",'+,(3C,%,+3/'6,7%+",32,$"+"%$.*,%(6,7"+-,
1$%.-'."+,./"%$/:,+*3C'(&,-*%-,D5%/'-:,%2-"$+.*33/,%(6,+544"$,/"%$('(&,1$3&$%4+E'(./56'(&,
FA+-,B"(-5$:,B3445('-:,!"%$('(&,B"(-"$+E4%8",%,13+'-'#",6'22"$"(.",23$,+-56"(-+9,2%4'/'"+9,
+.*33/+9,%(6,.3445('-'"+<
,

)3&"-*"$9,-*",.3//".-'3(,32,%$-'./"+,6"43(+-$%-"+,-*",13C"$,32,D5%/'-:,"01%(6"6,,
/"%$('(&,3113$-5('-'"+,-3G

#,+9+-/)0-.&/%-)0.66/00)$%&)6+77/(/)$%&)6$,//,),/$&'%/00;

<.'7&)=+.-1)$00/-0)0.61)$0)61$,$6-/,>),/0'7'/%6/>)$%&)3/77%/00;

4+0-/,)#$,-%/,01'#0)-1$-)9$"'9'?/),/0+.,6/0)$%&)<.'7&)6+99.%'-=)-'/0;)$%&

/%($(/)4$9'7'/0)'%)-1/',)61'7&,/%@0)7/$,%'%()'%)9/$%'%(4.7)3$=0A

H3$,'(23$4%-'3(,3(,*3C,-3,3$6"$,-*",25//,73389,63C(/3%6,+".-'3(+,%(6,'(6'#'65%/,%$-'./"+9,,
3$,"01/3$",-*",-31'.,%$"%+9,#'+'-,333A/"#$%&'%(7/$,%'%(A+,(B/"#$%&'%(9'%&0A

I735-,-*",J01%(6"6,!"%$('(&,%(6,I2-"$+.*33/,=$3K".-

)*",J01%(6"6,!"%$('(&,%(6,I2-"$+.*33/,=$3K".-,'+,%,L@M+-%-",'('-'%-'#",*%$("++'(&,-*",13C"$,
32,("-C3$8+,%(6,/"%6"$+,-3,*"/1,+.*33/+,%(6,.3445('-'"+,/"#"$%&",-*",-'4",7":3(6,+.*33/,
-3,%.."/"$%-",+-56"(-,%.*'"#"4"(-<,I,1%$-("$+*'1,32,25(6"$+,/"6,7:,-*",B<N<,O3--,H35(6%-'3(,
+5113$-,-*",J01%(6"6,!"%$('(&,%(6,I2-"$+.*33/,=$3K".-<,O3$",'(23$4%-'3(,%735-,-*",7338,%(6,
-*",1$3K".-9,%+,C"//,%+,%66'-'3(%/,$"+35$."+9,.%(,7",235(6,%-,CCC<"01%(6'(&/"%$('(&<3$&<



!"#$%&'%()*'%&+),%&)-##./01%'0'2+!

L7+14*G$/.*#)0-"((1$2)(3)+&0$
C7''()*#6$MG$*"#$NO0*$H#,*7)G$
H(&&7,4*G$?#+),4,3$H#,*#)0$
/)#$2+)*$(.$*"#$5P7+*4(,$.()$
567-+*4(,$C7--#00$4,$940-(,04,

!(,G$5>#)0
6$5$)+6'F)-"%$)%*)%$+./+,'E4"3+?%#$-'3$".%
V"#3.%#"%+!)F5-$@)%$+./+,'E4"3+?%#$-'3$".%

Each year the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) recognizes schools 
with low socioeconomic student populations that achieve high rates of proficiency on 
the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam (WKCE) with the Wisconsin School of 
Recognition award. Many of the schools served by 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers programs have gone on to receive this prestigious acknowledgement of high 
achieving school environments, aided by the support the afterschool program provides. 
This illustrates the importance of the enriched learning environments afterschool 
programs provide students, particularly students in need of additional learning 
opportunities. 

During the 2009–10 school year, 21st Century Community Learning Centers in 
Wisconsin served over 47,219 youth attending 188 high-poverty schools. These 
programs provide academic support and enrichment in core subject areas, such as 
mathematics and reading, as well as a wide array of youth development opportunities 
that are otherwise limited during regular school hours. Examples of activities include, 
but are not limited to, recreation (88%), science (88%), arts (85%), cultural studies 
(82%), technology (60%), tutoring (46%), leadership development (37%), drug prevention 
(33%), mentoring (19%), and much more. On average, Wisconsin programs added 495 
hours of activities, an equivalent of 74 school days to students’ learning time.
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Annual performance data revealed that among regular attendees at 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers, 67% improved their academic performance (see Figure 
1), and 62% increased their classroom participation (as reported by teachers). Teachers 
also reported that many more students were motivated to learn (see Figure 2).

Clearly, students who are engaged in learning hold more promise for success in and 
outside of the school day. However, these programs do not do it on their own. 

In 2009–10, there were 968 community-based partners that contributed to the success of 
the 21st Century Community Learning Centers. In addition to services, these partners 
contributed over $3.4 million to support programs. This support is all that much more 
important as these 21st Community Learning Centers face uncertain future funding 
and our public schools are challenged to do more with less. Schools in Wisconsin provide 
some of the best educational experiences in the country, and yet the academic gap is still 
too wide.

It is for these reasons that our agency will not choose to pursue flexibility for the 
alternative use of 21st Century Community Learning Centers funds and instead commit 
ourselves to strengthening the afterschool programs. With the support of high quality 
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learning opportunities before, during, 
and after school, youth can realize their 
potential with the skills to be successful 
21st century citizens. 

Our students continue to learn well 
beyond the time limits of the school day 
and year. Supporting and encouraging 
them to reach their full academic potential 
requires us to consider additional avenues 
for providing instructional opportunities. 
High quality afterschool, before-school, 
and summer programs will help us 
achieve the goal of having all children 
graduate with the knowledge and skills 
necessary for postsecondary success in 
college and careers.  
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!(,G$5>#)0 was elected Wisconsin state superintendent of public instruction in April 
2009. He began his career in 1976 as a classroom educator and has served Wisconsin 
students, parents, and citizens as an education leader at every level—principal, school 
district administrator, Cooperative Educational Service Agencies administrator and 
deputy state superintendent—before his election to the state’s highest educational 
post. Evers earned his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in educational 
administration from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.


